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Biba Anu Nuebu para todus hamyo!  Happy New Year! 2024!

On behalf of the Guam Council, International Literacy Association (GC, ILA), I would like to thank  everyone for a 
very successful Community Book Fair held last month with a lot of activities going on throughout the Agana 
Shopping Center.  Kudos to our guest readers, entertainers, presenters, vendors, Agana Shopping staff, and 
especially our GC,ILA Board members who were there pitching in assisting with book and novelty tables, door 
prizes, membership, Professional Development, etc.

Are you ready to “UNFOLD YOUR WINGS, and READ MORE”?  This is the theme for Read-A-Thon 2024 – taking place from January 13 
– February 24, 2024.  Well, we are doing it again this Saturday, January 13, at the Agana Shopping Center at our Kickoff celebration.  We 
will have even more local authors, guest readers, presenters, entertainers, vendors, fabulous door prizes, and most of all – MORE 
BOOKS, MORE READING!  The event will take place from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the Center Court.

So here comes Read-A-Thon 2024!  

● Superintendent’s approval for GDOE schools to participate in RAT 2024
● Letters to School Principals distributed
● Awaiting appointment of School Representatives (School Reps)
● Parent/Guardian letters to be distributed to students interested in joining RAT 2024 

○ Parent Permission form
○ Listing of Student Prizes (Copy of letter included in this newsletter.)

● School Representatives will notify RAT Chairperson of number of Parent/Guardian permission Slips received.
● Pledge cards will become available to the School Reps at the kick-off at the Agana Shopping Center, once we get the number 

of permission forms returned authorizing his/her child to participate.
● Saturday, January 13 - RAT 2024 Kick-Off at the Agana Shopping Center, from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
● Tuesday, January 16 – Distribution of RAT 2024 Pledge Card. Students can begin recording their reading time and collect 

pledges from January 13 – February 24, 2024.
● School Reps may begin reading activities at their respective schools PROMOTING READING!
● Thursday, February 22, 2024 or earlier – Students turn in RAT pledge cards and monies collected to their respective 

teacher, who will in turn submit to their School Rep.
● Saturday, February 24, 2024 - DEADLINE FOR REPS TO TURN IN ON-TIME PLEDGE MONIES IS 12:00 NOON, to be 

eligible to win the Top Prizes, for students, teachers, and Reps.  Student pledge monies turned in after the deadline will not 
be eligible for the Top Prizes.

● Following the official counting of pledge monies, winners will be announced and Top Prizes will be awarded.
● March 9, 2024 – 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. – PRIZE DISTRIBUTION - For School Reps to pick up prizes for his/her students at 

JM Guerrero Elementary School Cafeteria.
● March 9, 2024 - 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon - SPEND IT ALL, SPEND IT NOW! – Teachers may use their percentage vouchers 

to purchase books, electronics, novelties, etc., at JM Guerrero Elementary School Cafeteria.

Thank you. Keep reading, and have a prosperous New Year filled with much love, joy, peace, and happiness! 🦁📚😘🎉

Warm regards,

Martha Sudo
President, CY 2023-2025

https://ilaguam.blogspot.com


Mark your Calendars!
GC-ILA Meetings @ JM Guerrero Elementary School Cafeteria, 

Harmon, Dededo / 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

✓ September 9, 2023
✓ October 27-28, 2023 (UOG Language Arts Conference)

✓ October 27 - 4:00-6:00p.m. @ Tan Lam Pek Kim English 
and Communications Building, University of Guam

✓ October 28 - 8:00a.m.-3:00p.m. @ Dusit Beach Resort 
Guam (formerly Outrigger)

✓ November 11, 2023
✓ December 9, 2023 (Community Book Fair @ Agana Shopping 

Center, 10:00a.m.-1:00p.m.)
❏ January 13, 2024 (Read-a-Thon Kick-Off @ Agana Shopping 

Center, 10:00a.m.-1:00p.m.)
❏ February 24, 2024 (End of Read-a-Thon; Submission of 

on-time pledges)
❏ March 9, 2024 (Spend It All, Spend It Now)
❏ April 13, 2024
❏ May 11, 2024

***Subject to change***

ILA Board Members
 

Martha Sudo, President, President-elect / 
Professional Development

Rosanna Santos, Recording Secretary
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding 

Secretary / Electronics
Rose Castro, Treasurer / Scholastic Order

Maridel Perez, Public Relations
Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Webmaster / 

Professional Development
Stephanie Taitano, Membership

Annette Leon Guerrero, Membership
Dr. Darlene Roberto, Honor Council

Mae Mendiola, Electronics
Nilfa Milan, Electronics

Vivian Wolff, Grants
Natividad (Dottie) Rosario, Grants

April Ann Martinez, Newsletter
Dr. Dylan Orot, Newsletter
Elvina Johnson, Novelties
Verna Mendiola, Novelties

Gerianne Eclavea, Hardcover / Paperback
Catherine Paulino, Hardcover / Paperback

Tina Buendicho, Prizes

Get Literacy Resources with a $500 Grant!
The start of the school year was a little complicated, but that didn't stop you from 
being the incredible teacher that you are for your students! I bet you are already 
thinking of wonderful lessons to promote literacy in your class. Wouldn't it be great if 
you could add some interesting books and visual aids to the experience? Would 
$500.00 help you do that for your kids? Then don't delay! Go to 
https://ilaguam.blogspot.com and download the Rules and ILA Grant Application for a 
$500.00 grant. Deadline for the fall grant application period is 12:00 noon on 
November 18th. You've got some time so think seriously about it. Jot down your ideas 
and get started. It's easy! For more information, contact Vivian Wolff 
(vwolff7502@yahoo.com) or Dottie Rosario ( dottierosario3@gmail.com).

BOOK OF THE MONTH DIGITAL CORNER
Wattpad (https://www.wattpad.com/) 
provides many selections for English 
language arts that you can choose to 
utilize within a regular classroom. This 
site is very easy to search for stories or 
to upload your own, building a great 
community for readers and writers to 
share their passion for storytelling.  It 
also contains a library feature to create 
reading lists of students’ stories, instead 
of roaming freely across the site. 
Wattpad can be a tool to help students 
practice and study writing in depth. 
Talk about how collaborative writing can 
help both educators and learners 
improve and grow! (Silbanuz, 2021)

Brimming with love and affirmation, 
this sweet board book shows bright 
brown baby girls and little ones 
everywhere that they can do 
anything. This inspirational ode is 
the perfect way to offer confidence 
at the earliest stage and show all 
little girls that they can change the 
world! Just-right for new and 
expectant parents, baby showers, 
birthdays, graduations, and more! 
This is a perfect addition to every 
child's growing bookshelf! 
(Scholastic, 2023)

Good for: Ages 0-3

https://www.wattpad.com/


Guest Speaker of the Month:
Pedro Blas

Pedro Blas, familian Tugong, is a singer and songwriter 
from Yigu, Guam. Pedro began writing songs as a child to 
express himself during significant turning points in life. 
He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in CHamoru Studies 
from the University of Guam. He became fluent in his 
native language as a student in the CHamoru Studies 
Program and began writing songs in both English and 
CHamoru to uplift and perpetuate the CHamoru culture. 
Pedro has also worked closely with island youth as an 
instructor at Chief Hurao Academy's Tiempon Somnak 
program. He is passionate about farming and raising 
livestock.

Snapshots from our 
Community Book Fair




















