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Hafa Adai,

Our kick-off last month was on January 13 at the Agana Shopping Center. It was a huge success thanks to you all - our 
guest readers, entertainers, presenters, vendors, Agana Shopping Center staff, and our GC, ILA Board members. 
Thank you for assisting with door prizes, membership, book tables, novelties, and Professional Development.

Special Kudos to those of you who helped man our Read-A-Thon tables – explaining and distributing RAT 2024 
materials (pledge cards, envelopes, forms, and novelty items), our olive green dri-fit shirts, caps, notebooks, and 

bags to many of the Reps for our schools.

A REMINDER THAT RAT 2024 ON-TIME PLEDGES/MONIES ARE TO BE SUBMITTED ON 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, FROM 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 NOON AT J.M. GUERRERO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN HARMON 

TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE TOP PRIZES IN EACH CATEGORY: STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVES.

This date will serve as our February meeting.  Those members taking the class for credit, you still need to attend and assist us with 
data entry.

I am pleased to announce the names of the GDOE and private schools, and even Day Care Centers along with the RAT 2024 
Representatives participating (see page 3).  I apologize in advance if I left your school’s or rep’s names out.  Please contact me at (671) 
727-1455, and I will add you on the list right away.  For those who have yet to join, it is not too late.  I shall make sure you get the 
necessary materials and instructions right away.  If you need more, just let me know.

RAT Reps, please send photos of your RAT 2024 activities to be included in next month’s newsletter, along with Media Release forms!

MARCH 9 Meeting is “PRIZE DISTRIBUTION” from 8:00 am to 10:00 am.  School Representatives will be able to get the prizes for the 
students from their school (i.e., paperback books, bags, hardcover books, gift certificates, and major prizes).  We ask that you bring a 
cart and/or boxes to collect your prizes.

The “SPEND IT ALL, SPEND IT NOW” will be right after the March meeting from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.

Happy Valentine’s Day to you all!

Warm regards,

Martha Sudo
President, CY 2023-2025

mjsudo@gmail.com 

Celebrating Black History Month
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Mark your Calendars!
GC-ILA Meetings @ JM Guerrero Elementary School Cafeteria, 

Harmon, Dededo / 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

✓ September 9, 2023
✓ October 27-28, 2023 (UOG Language Arts Conference)

✓ October 27 - 4:00-6:00p.m. @ Tan Lam Pek Kim English and 
Communications Building, University of Guam

✓ October 28 - 8:00a.m.-3:00p.m. @ Dusit Beach Resort Guam 
(formerly Outrigger)

✓ November 11, 2023
✓ December 9, 2023 (Community Book Fair @ 

Agana Shopping Center, 10:00a.m.-1:00p.m.)
✓ January 13, 2024 (Read-a-Thon Kick-Off @ 

Agana Shopping Center, 10:00a.m.-1:00p.m.)
❏ February 24, 2024 (End of Read-a-Thon; 

Submission of on-time pledges)
❏ March 9, 2024 

❏ 8:00-10:00a.m. - Prize Distribution 
(School Reps shop for student/teacher prizes)

❏ 10:00a.m.-12:00p.m. - Spend It All, Spend It Now 
(Reps/Teachers will be given vouchers to shop using their 
class percentages)

❏ April 13, 2024
❏ May 11, 2024 ***Subject to change***

ILA Board Members
 

Martha Sudo, President / UOG/ILA credit
Rosanna Santos, Recording Secretary

Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding Secretary 
/ Electronics

Rose Castro, Treasurer / Scholastic Order
Maridel Perez, Public Relations

Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Webmaster / 
UOG/ILA credit

Stephanie Taitano, Membership
Annette Leon Guerrero, Membership
Dr. Darlene Roberto, Honor Council

Mae Mendiola, Electronics
Nilfa Milan, Electronics

Vivian Wolff, Grants
Natividad (Dottie) Rosario, Grants

April Ann Martinez, Newsletter
Dr. Dylan Orot, Newsletter
Elvina Johnson, Novelties
Verna Mendiola, Novelties

Gerianne Eclavea, Hardcover / Paperback
Catherine Paulino, Hardcover / Paperback

Tina Buendicho, Prizes
Pearl Hamada Yonamine, Professional 

Development
Eleanor Quichocho, Professional Development

Get Literacy Resources with a $500 Grant!
It’s the month of love, and we know you would love to share a love of reading 
with your students! Wouldn’t $500.00 help you to share a love for reading with 
your students? Then don't delay! Go to https://ilaguam.blogspot.com and 
download the Rules and ILA Grant Application for a $500.00 grant. Deadline 
for the Spring grant application period is 12:00 noon on April 13. You've got 
some time so think seriously about it. Jot down your ideas and get started. It's 
easy! For more information, contact Vivian Wolff (vwolff7502@yahoo.com) or 
Dottie Rosario (dottierosario3@gmail.com).

BOOK OF THE MONTH DIGITAL CORNER
Actively Learn enables every student to 
learn deeply.

https://www.activelylearn.com

Actively Learn is an award-winning 
digital curriculum that drives student 
engagement and equity through deeper 
learning. Our flexible features and 
comprehensive, standards-aligned 
resources empower teachers to deepen 
students’ comprehension. As part of the 
McGraw Hill family, we offer a richer, 
more meaningful educational 
experience in ELA, science, and social 
studies curriculum (Actively Learn, 
2023)

Felipe can't wait for winter break: Finally, 
he'll get some time away from the 
classmates who tease him incessantly 
about his weight. But Felipe's plan turns 
upside down when he learns that Caio, his 
neighbor from apartment 57, will be 
staying with him for fifteen days. Which is 
a problem because (a) Felipe has had a 
crush on Caio since, well, forever; and (b) 
Felipe has a list of body image insecurities 
and absolutely NO idea how he's going to 
handle them while sharing a room with 
his lifelong crush. But if he can overcome 
his insecurities, then maybe -- just maybe 
-- this break won't turn out to be such a 
disaster after all . . .
(Scholastic, 2023)

Good for: Ages 14 and up
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Guest Speaker of the Month:
Julie Tainatongo Naputi

● Worked as an educator for 25 years in various schools on Guam 
(Talofofo and Agana Heights Elementary, Oceanview Middle 
School; J.P. Torres Alternative School; and Guam Community 
College)

● School Aide for 1  year 
● Adjunct Instructor at Guam Community College for 3 

semesters (GED Reading/Writing)
● University Of Guam: Bachelor’s Of Arts Degree in   Elementary 

Education (Kindergarten to 6th Grade)
● Master’s Degree in Education with a  Specialization in 

Language and Literacy (Kindergarten to 12 Grade)

Poetry Corner



Why Become a Member? 
The Guam Council of the International Literacy Association (ILA) is a non-profit 

professional organization dedicated to improving the quality of reading instruction 
and developing literacy on Guam and in the Pacific region. Our mission is to develop 

an awareness of the impact of reading among all people. ILA strives to make reading a 
lifelong habit for our young readers. It also aims to make connections to the island’s 

community through various projects and events.

Top 10 Reasons to Join the ILA:
★ Learn innovative instruction ★   Advance global literacy
★ Receive an educator grant ★   Earn graduate credits
★ Meet amazing local authors ★   Earn books and prizes for students
★ Learn ways to improve student performance ★   Buy affordable books and teacher resources
★ Attend monthly professional meetings ★   Get a chance to attend the ILA’s Annual Convention 

and win educational prizes

ELEMENTARY
Price         Vickie Loughran
Ordot Chalan Pago         Sheena Tudela
St. Francis School         N. (Dottie) Rosario
Agana Heights         Stephanie Taitano
L.B.J.         L. Dominguez / B. Cayanan
C.L. Taitano         Annette Leon Guerrero
J.Q. San Miguel         Gerianne Eclavea
Wettengel         E. Johnson / A. Kim
M.A. Ulloa         Melissa Gentapanan
Marcial Sablan         Tina Buendicho
Talofofo         J. Naputi / J. Aguon
Liguan         Nilfa Milan
Inarajan         Sabrina Ishmael
Merizo         Christine Cruz
J.M. Guerrero         Rose Blas
M.U. Lujan         Dolores Quinata
D.L. Perez         Dr. Darlene Roberto
Finegayan         Veronica Cruz
Machananao         Cielito Rivera

Read-a-Thon 2024 Participants
SECONDARY
Oceanview MS     Beckie Merrill
Untalan MS     Michelle Cruz
Benavente MS     Marlene Mendiola
Jose Rios MS     Judy Taitano
J.F.K. HS Dr. D. Orot / J. Berry
Southern HS     Patty Duenas
Notre Dame HS    Manda Tenorio

DAY CARE CENTERS
First Step Center Brenda Abad
Bambini Montessori Subasri Nagarajan
Learning Ladder Judy Peredo
Anigua Learning Ladder Judy Peredo



Snapshots from the 
Read-a-Thon Kick-Off

Snapshots from 
Read-a-Thon 2024












